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commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in the U5, Air Force and served as
a jet fighter pilot during the Korean War, Aldrin flew 66 combat missions while on duty in Korea and shot down two MiG-15 aircraft. He also flew F-100s as a flight
commander at Bitburg, Germany. In 1963, Aldrin was selected by NASA to become an astronaut. On July 20, 1969, as the Lunar Module pilot on Apollo 11, Aldrin
became the second human being to set foot on the moon, following mission commander Neil Armstrong. Aldrin retired from active duty in 1972,

Ta this day, Colonel Aldrin has remained at the forefront of efforts to ensure America’s continued leadership in human space exploration.
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Armstong works as a Support Supportability Specialist for the Defense Logistics Agency at Hill Air Force Base, Utah,

MISSION FIRST ... PEOPLE ALWAYS
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Chief Master ﬁergeant (Ret.) Dale ﬁrmwﬂud od from April 1963 to October 1989 mainly as a
Traml I_LL ructor at I ( X -.'.:-'_-]f_-: th -_|j' woman instructor at then Strategic Air
Command Acade LWI ark \ir Force Base, Louisiana. Sh also the first woman to develop curriculum for the Leadership
and Management Dﬂ"ﬂlnp “@I[!U-“L,_ - at Maxwe ell . -1|| |- :gd iE ' ‘.‘.'. ama. As a Technical Sergeant, Dale Armwood taught

Seminar C World Affairs at the Stmtegll: ir Cornmand Non-Commisioned Oificer Academy. It was not uncommon for students to
\ / initially doubt her abilities as an instructor because she was a woman, but they regularly left convinced she was one of the best,

Chiefl Armwood's advice 1o new female Airmen: "Don't use it as an excuse - Suck it up.

Armwood has now retired in San Antonio, Texas where she and Chief (Ret.) Carol Poyner get together to find great food at diners

around San Antonio.
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JOSEPH

BRUCKE

Staff Sergeant (Separated) Joseph Brucker Sergeant in the U.S

':’ Brucker visited Grimes Field, Ohio, on April 14, 2010, on the occasion of the Doolittle Raiders” 68th reunion. The event
commemorated the anniversary of the Doolittle Tokyo Raid. On April 18th, 1942, U.5. Army Air Forces Lt. Col. Jimmy Doolittle’s

squad of 16 B-25s bombed targets in response to the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor.

MISSION FIRST ... PEOPLE ALWAYS
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Sergeant (Separated) Jim Byers

important thing in Korea." In

e was invited to join a 15-man Army patrol.

e area. Byers spotted the first Chinese soldier. A voice

b LALS 2 irman didn't freeze up, and within seconds the rest of the platoon

séﬁa'allermn}f combatants and suffered no casualties. After the platoon leader
filed a report to headquarters, Byers bid his buddy good-bye and headed home for Osan.

lim is retired and lives with his wife in Jamison, Pennsylvania. They have four grandchildren,

MISSION FIRST ... PEOPLE ALWAYS




THE USAF PUBLIC AFFAIRS AGENCY
PRESEMNTS

PIONEERS

IN BLUE

photos by Master Sgi. Cecilio Ricardo

ADAN
C ARABALLO
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/ to the support of his friends andﬂw.- Iuwﬂledge ﬂ\vat'he was repmmtmg the Air Force, he didn’t quit. He biked a tutal of 1 165 miles
<9 .’ d hel
’ an ped Bikes for Tykes raise $10,000 that year.

Caraballo is currently working in the Headquarters Air Force Information Management Multimedia Services, Pentagon, Washington
D.C. He still loves extreme sports such as sky diving, bungee jumping, hang gliding and long distance cycling.
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RICHARD

RIGHy COLE
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0 was one of 80 men led by then Lieutenant Colonel Jame: Daolittle, assembled to execute a surprise
attack over the islands of Japan in 1942, It wnﬁl'l:ijl.-_E '_'.';':E:._'-:l‘_:.e._:_l_._':.'..-:.32_ them would take off _|.,i}_|:_-.:_lg'5:_.-_i;’_ . "'ilrith enough fuel for a one-way trip to Japan and
a landing in China, they planned to launch off the USS Hornet about 450 miles from Japan. The LS. ships were spotted early and the Doolittle Raiders were forced
to depart about 650 miles from their intended target. The B-25s arrived from varying directions, confusing the Japanese. The bombers hit their targets and escaped
lapan of their own accord. The mission was a success and it turned up the spirits of Americans during World War 11,

Cole remains active on his farm in Comfort, Texas

MISSION FIRST ... PEOPLE ALWAYS
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WESLEY

ROSSO

a -'-'-:F--- Wﬁ'ﬂ‘ Crosson . | | > veteran who served five years as -s.liﬁii!iJJ- --_. Water Treatment Technician.
“The most memarable time in the Air Force v as ar cipated car Barksdale Air Force Base, Lo -. o el = playground and
rce was the friendships, the brotherhood.”

and living in Los Angeles, California.

MISSION FIRST ... PEOPLE ALWAYS
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MIGUEL

DEL EON

Technical Sergeant (Ret.) Miguel DeLeon issioned Officer and a Transportation
Mjuadr 380 to 2001 during Operation ENDURING
FREEDOM and IR ess, he led trainers who taught units how to deploy their
people and equipmen 5, CO and a large -ativity have been Deleon's approach to life and his mission. He
'u.?"' a great leader and an inspiration : wing a constant battle with I'L'-:'i'i-_'._'.-‘:.-. "_'Dla.he[ﬁ dealt this warrior a severe
Hﬂw; |T,5.1r 1g him of his sight. Of his former unit, he said "":'""."-”:"-'!;-' :am;! I'm very thankful for them.® One of
those former team members said it was she who is thankful. “I've learned so much more than just the job from Sergeant DeLeon,”
said 2nd Lt. Kate Nenni, lhapqi'nn s combat readiness flight commander. *I have to take care of myself when I'm young," she
said. "Having realized this through his example, | try to live life to the fullest and thank God for the giits I've been given. Because

in a flash it can all change."

MISSION FIRST ... PEOPLE ALWAYS
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EDWARD

GARLAND

g hou s and has been awarded the Legion of Merit,
th tive oak : fietnam War, Garland's F-4 was the first to be shot down by an
air-to-air missile. Garland also se:wd as a flight instructor with the 1iﬂ: Flrmg Trmnin; 'ng and after retirement, as Vice Commander and briefly as Wing
Commander of 433rd Airlift Wing in the Air Force Reserves. The Wing provided worldwide airlift support, flying C-124Cs, then C-1308s, and later the C-5A.

Edward Garland has served his country in many capacities and all with distinction. He is motivated each day by his love of God, his family, his country and his Air

Force.

MISSION FIRST ... PEOPLE ALWAYS
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