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Shaw is currently the Deputy Director at the Maintenance Support Group located at Hill Air Force Base, Utah.
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duty. He was a member of the 100th fighter squadron which was part of the legendary 332nd Fighter Group. Spann

The Tuskegee Airmen were the first African-American military Airmen in the United States. From 1940 to 1946, just under 1,000 men

\ / trained in Tuskegee, Alabama to become pilots, bombardiers or navigators for World War 1l The Tuskegee Airman distinguished
. themselves for their bravery and were instrumental in the integration of the Armed Forces. In 2006, all of the Tuskeges Airmen

' " received the Congressional Gold Medal of Honor.

. . Today, Spann travels around the country, speaking with young people and telling the stories of the Tuskegee Airmen.
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ﬂ:eﬁrmf Mational Guard as a C-47
1 nsport during World War 1l Stowell
-argo, evacuated wounded service me , and flew VIPs throughout the war, “What
1ad l'lﬂl':ﬂl' of flying our LLS. infantry troops in an aerial tour
ageously fought through,” said Stowell.

Stowell believes that the military has provided him with great values like discipline, obedience, and respect for his country and
ilag. “I have passed this respect for the flag and our country to my family,” said Stowell.

Mr. Kay Stowell currently volunteers at the Hill Air Force Base Aerospace Museum. He also serves 2 to 3 times a week as a
military honor guard at funerals in Ogden, Utah.




THE USAF PUBLIC AFFAIRS AGENCY
FRESEMTS

PIONEERS

IN BLUE

photos by Stephany Miller

v i Wi

.:’ .“l_.mu orce. "Accomplis

I'-urtunaletuu_l_ support to the Airmen,” said Thomas

Thomas is currently a mechanic at the Outdoor Recreation Center on Hill Air Force Base, Utah,
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_ Colonel (Ret.) Charles Tupper eran who serve ___tvemand the Air National
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\/ Morth Carolina. He retired from the Air MNational Guard in 2009 as a Colonel and Commander of the 43%th Aeromedical

'.’ Evacuation Squadron at Westover, Massachusetts.

After his retirement Tupper became a registered nurse for the Department of Veterans Affairs.
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eran who served at Pusan Air Base during the

ving on moonlit nig _,'deep into North Korea at 300
1 from ridge lines,” said Uyehara. He recalled how trains
aht toward a train tunnel, The trick was to skip 500-pound bombs into
witl slamming into the mountain,” said Uyehara. In 19 5: was forced to eject from a B-57 Canberra
bamber aln:raﬁ: at EIII rnil »s per hour over Was| ||I|L} on D.C. - en ling his i'IEg;h't and taking both his legs. He had to struggle iree

from a malfunctioning ejection seat l:ll'll'f'll:l have the mhllzar I1I|: him during the bailout. It severed one leg and mangled the other,

'.’ Teri, his wife said, “He never let it beat him,” although he was in great pain. After his release he never used a wheelchair,

’ preferring to walk unaided on prosthetic legs, Teri said.

Uyehara is currently a Dental Technician for Hollywood celebrities. He retired in Grand Junction, Coloradeo,
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» much to offer.
analities and situations. It teaches you so
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cation that you can. And learn through all your me

After retiring from the Air Force, '||.|'||I'IIl,'aa.nlu'.i'r warked for the Air Farce as a civil servant aircraft Components Part Quality Control
Inspector. He is currently living with his wife Jerre in Layton, Utah.
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into the Air Force to become a test pilnt.' In 1997 Gunml "I"'E-IgEr -Eml'e-d maore than 50 years of ﬂ}rmg for the Air Force as an Ace
fighter pilot, test pilot, commander and consultant. During a speech after his final flight, he stated, * All that | am _.. I owe to the
Air Force.”

In 2004, Congress voted to authorize President George W. Bush to promote Yeager to the rank of Major General.
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